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Sports & Entertainment

Black Promoters Collective adds the Isley Brothers and Stephanie 
Mills to Jazz in the Gardens Music Festival ... from sports page 1
7. Ludacris is the Grammy-win-
ning superstar celebrated for his 
high-energy performances and 
era-defining hits. He will take 
center stage on Sunday, March 8 
with a special 25th anniversary 
set. Aiko joins the JITG Music 
Fest after acclaimed appearances 
on a much-talked-about fall tour 
with Chris Brown and Bryson 
Tiller. Ludacris follows up on his 
recent anniversary celebration 
earlier this year. His show fea-
tured surprise guests like Usher, 
Fergie, Jermaine Dupri, and LL 
Cool J, creating a viral cultural 
moment. Now, Ludacris brings 
that excitement to Miami Gar-
dens. His set promises to be one 
of the festival's standout per-
formances. 
Nelly & Ashanti, two of the most 
influential artists of the 2000s, 
join the JITG Music Fest as 
headliners, bringing a dynamic 
blend of hip-hop and R&B to the 
2026 lineup. Together, their cat-
alog spans decades of chart-top-
ping hits and unforgettable 
collaborations, including their 
era-defining chemistry on fan fa-
vorites that helped shape a gen-
eration of music. Their joint 
presence at JITG Music Fest 
promises a high-energy, nostal-
gia-filled performance celebrat-
ing legacy, longevity, and 
undeniable star power. 
 The 2026 Jazz in the Gardens 
lineup has expanded to include 
The Isley Brothers, Stephanie 
Mills, and El DeBarge, adding 
three iconic acts whose catalogs 
have shaped generations of R&B 
and soul. The festival also fea-
tures a wide range of music, in-
cluding GloRilla, Ella Mai, 
Mýa, Joe, Syd, Pastor Mike Jr., 
Tonio Armani, King George, 
Boney James, and Damien Es-
cobar. Highlights include D-
Nice & Friends and appearances 
by SWV, Robin Thicke, Case, 
Sunshine Anderson, and Kenny 
Burns. 
Last year's festival solidified 
JITG Music Fest as one of the 
country's top live-music experi-
ences. The event drew wide-
spread praise from outlets such 
as People, Rolling Stone, VIBE, 

Black Enterprise, Blavity, and 
Bossip. The weekend was filled 
with viral moments, most no-
tably Doechii's powerhouse per-
formance during Lauryn Hill's 
set. This performance set social 
media abuzz and made headlines. 
By blending legacy acts with ris-
ing stars, JITG continues to em-
body the spirit of contemporary 
Black culture more than most 
live events do. 
 
"Our community looks forward 
to Jazz in the Gardens every year 
because it brings people together 
in a powerful, joyful way," said 
Mayor Rodney Harris. "This fes-
tival is a celebration of art, cul-
ture, and connection, and we are 
thrilled to welcome visitors from 
near and far for another incred-
ible weekend in Miami Gar-
dens." 

 
Troy Brown, Partner and CMO 
of the Black Promoters Collec-
tive, added, "Collaborating with 
the City of Miami Gardens to el-
evate JITG is an honor. We strive 
to push the festival's creative 
boundaries, and the 2026 lineup 
reflects the depth and impact of 

Black music. This year will be 
exceptional." 
Join JITG Music Fest—Miami 
Gardens' signature event—and 
experience world-class music, 
top vendors, and the vibrant 
spirit of Florida's largest Black 
city. Don't miss your chance to 

be part of this unforgettable cele-
bration! 
Tickets range from $199.00 for a 
2-day general admission to 
$1275.00 for a 2-day Titanium 
pass and are on sale now at Jazz-
intheGardens.com. 
Don't miss this vibrant, culturally 
rich weekend. Join us at Hard 
Rock Stadium for the 19th an-
nual JITG Music Fest and experi-
ence the magic live. 
About the City of Miami Gar-
dens 
The City of Miami Gardens cele-
brated its 22nd anniversary of in-
corporation in May 2025. With a 
population of approximately 
113,000, it is the third-largest city 
in Miami-Dade County. Miami 
Gardens is a vibrant professional 
community of unique diversity. It 
is the largest predominantly Af-
rican American municipality in 
Florida and boasts thousands of 
Caribbean and Hispanic res-
idents. The city is the home of 
the Hard Rock Stadium, Miami 
Dolphins football team, Univer-
sity of Miami Hurricanes football 
team, Orange Bowl football 
game, 2020 Super Bowl, Miami 
Tennis Open, the Miami Dol-
phins Training Facility, and home 
of the Formula One Miami 
Grand Prix Race. The city has 
demonstrated steady growth in 
both community and economic 
development, and has gained a 
reputation as a premier destina-
tion in South Florida. In 2026, 
Miami Gardens will host the Col-
lege Football Playoff National 
Championship, and is one of the 
host cities for the FIFA World 
Cup in the United States.  Miami 

Gardens is a 2020 All-America 
City. 
 

About Black Promoters  
Collective (BPC) 

 
Since 2022, the Black Promoters 
Collective (BPC) has solidified 
its position as a powerhouse in 
the entertainment industry, 
achieving remarkable milestones 
and leaving a lasting impact on 
the music landscape. As the only 
wholly Black-owned live music 
company on the Global Pollstar 
Top 100 Promoters list, the BPC 
ranks at an impressive #39, high-
lighting the collective's signifi-
cant presence and influence in 
the industry. Additionally, their 
recognition as the #3 Pollstar 
Global Top Urban Promoter/Pro-
ducers underscores their special-
ization and expertise in curating 
urban music experiences. Being 
featured thrice on the Billboard 
Power Players List further attests 
to their exceptional leadership 
and contributions to the music 
business. The CEO of BPC has 
made the inaugural Billboard 
Live Music Power Player List. 
The (BPC) is a coalition of six of 
the nation's top independent con-
cert promotion and event produc-
tion companies.  
 
 It is a 100% Black-owned busi-
ness whose mission is to be the 
world's leading producer and 
provider of culturally relevant 
live entertainment experiences. 
To learn more, visit 
http://www.blackpromoterscol-
lective.com. 

Black Economic History Spotlight:  
Overground RR selects 
EPI Media Group 
from sports-Ent. 6 
ground RR!! works to create tan-
gible economic empowerment 
within the Black community.  
 

About EPI Media Group  
EPI Media Group is a full-ser-
vice public relations and brand 
strategy firm dedicated to help-
ing businesses and entrepreneurs 
increase their visibility, 
strengthen their messaging, and 

connect with key media outlets. 
With a focus on strategic media 
relations, curated media cover-
age, podcast and speaking op-
portunities, and comprehensive 
brand storytelling, EPI Media 
Group partners with clients to 
amplify their presence, enhance 
audience engagement, and drive 
long-term recognition across 
competitive industries.  
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Progressive named Bassmaster 
Platinum Sponsor  

from sports page 3 
provides a high-profile platform 
to introduce new audiences to the 
sport while celebrating the 
broader fishing lifestyle. 
Progressive will also serve as the 
title sponsor of the Bassmaster 
Classic Tailgate, a fan-focused 
experience that has become a 
centerpiece of Classic week. The 
Tailgate offers interactive activ-
ities, sponsor exhibits, giveaways 
and live entertainment, creating a 
welcoming environment for fam-
ilies and fans to connect with the 
sport beyond the weigh-in stage. 
Progressive and B.A.S.S. share 
in their focus on innovation, per-
formance and a deep connection 
to life on the water. Both organi-
zations serve passionate, ded-
icated audiences — anglers, 
boaters and outdoor enthusiasts 
— who depend on reliability, 
preparation and trust in the 
brands and institutions that sup-
port their lifestyle. 

Progressive provides boat insur-
ance for anglers and boaters 
through comprehensive insur-
ance solutions and easy-to-use 
digital tools, while B.A.S.S. 
leads the sport through conserva-
tion efforts, angler education and 
stewardship initiatives designed 
to preserve bass fishing for fu-
ture generations. 
“Progressive has been an out-
standing supporter of B.A.S.S. 
for many years, and this ex-
panded agreement reflects our 
shared commitment to the an-
glers and fans who make this 
sport so special,” said Phillip 
Johnson, B.A.S.S. Chief Operat-
ing Officer. “Having Progressive 
as a Platinum Sponsor and the 
Official Insurance of Bassmaster 
allows us to elevate our premier 
events while continuing to de-
liver exceptional experiences for 
our audience.” 
   


